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Aug. 23: AP reported that seven of Haiti's 12 political parties called for the resignation of provisional
President Ertha Pascal-Trouillot and postponement of the Nov. 4 national elections because of
political turmoil. Party spokespersons said they would refuse to participate in elections under a
Pascal-Trouillot administration. After military ruler Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril fled Haiti last March,
Pascal-Trouillot, a Supreme Court judge, was appointed transitional president by the Unity
Assembly made up of the 12 political parties. She was to govern alongside a 19-member Council
of State, but the Council broke relations with her in the third week of August, describing her as
an "obstacle" to elections. Pascal-Trouillot has been accused of inability to control the army, and
for failing to enforce warrants for the arrest of Duvalier dictatorship figures Roger Lafontant and
Williams Regala. Lafontant headed the Tonton Macoute paramilitary police that operated under
the Duvalier administrations. Regala, a retired army officer, was widely believed to be responsible
for the massacre of 34 voters in the November 1987 elections. Aug. 24: Effective immediately,
the following cabinet members resigned: Social Affairs Minister Claudette Wreleigh, Education
Minister Charles Tardiug and Agriculture Minister Lionel Richard. Wreleigh said, "I cannot
endorse misappropriation of public funds and permissiveness towards criminal supporters of
dictatorship." Tardiug said, "Our major institutions have not succeeded in reaching a consensus on
how to proceed toward democracy." No comment accompanied Richard's resignation. Aug. 27: In
a nationally broadcast speech, President Pascal-Trouillot said she would not resign, nor postpone
the elections. She added that "deviations from the people's will" would not be permitted to halt the
electoral process. Sept. 5: In a statement broadcast on national radio, Jean-Robert Sabalat, president
of the Provisional Electoral Council, said elections scheduled for Nov. 4 had been postponed for
a month for technical and financial reasons. Sabalat said the CEP had only $400,000 to finance the
elections. A minimum of $12 million is reportedly required. The president's principal adviser and
brother-in-law, Bellaunde Saint-Louis, resigned from his post, and returned to his hometown,
Dame-Marie, located in southern Haiti. According to unidentified sources cited by EFE, Saint- Louis
resigned after an argument with Public Works, Transport and Communications Minister Jean Pierre
Moise Pierre-Louis, described as Pascal-Trouillot's favorite cabinet member. On the same day,
Haiti's consul general in New York, Henry Franck, and general manager of the government-owned
daily newspaper La Union, Gary Victor, also resigned. Last week, information director of the staterun television network, Marie Laurence Jocelyn Lassegue, resigned. (Basic data from AP, 08/23/90,
08/24/90, 08/27/90; Xinhua, EFE, 09/05/90)
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